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M LPERSMAN 5352-020

NATURALI ZATI ON OF ALI EN SPOUSE AND/ OR ALI EN ADOPTED
CHI LDREN OF M LI TARY PERSONNEL ORDERED TO A FOREI GN
COUNTRY

Responsible |CNIC Phone: DSN 882- 4387
Ofice (N911A) COM| (901) 874-4387
FAX| (901) 874-2690

References |[(a) 8 U S.C. 1430(b) and 1433

(b) 8 U.S.C. 1430(e) (per P.L. 110-181 (Act of
Jan. 28, 2008), Section 319, Inmmgration and
Nat ural i zati on Act)

(c) DOD Instruction 5500.14 of 4 Jan 06

1. Background. This article provides uniform procedures
acceptable to United States Citizenship and I nm gration Service
(USCI'S) for mlitary certification of alien famly nenbers
seeki ng naturalization under references (a) and (b), and is per
reference (c).

2. Eligible Spouses and Children. Lawful permanent resident
al i en spouses and adopted children of United States (U.S.)
citizen nmenbers may be naturalized wthout regard to prior

resi dence or a specified period of physical presence wthin
US., or within jurisdiction of a naturalization court, when
menber has been assigned to duty in a foreign country and alien
spouse or adopted child has been authorized to acconpany or join
menber. In addition, the alien spouse and children may be
naturali zed overseas per references (a) and (b).

3. Installation Conmanders. Mlitary installation commanders
shal | give maxi mum assi stance to alien famly nenbers of
personnel ordered overseas, to expedite naturalization of famly
menbers in order to permt themto acconpany or join their
sponsors, when such travel has been authorized by regul ati on and
is approved by overseas commander.

4. Naturalization Procedure. The follow ng procedure has been
devel oped with USCIS to effect tinely and orderly processing of
alien famly nmenbers eligible for naturalization under above
cited statutes. Deviation from prescribed procedure, use of




5352- 020
CH 22, 7 March 2008
Page 2 of 3

nonstandard forns of certification, or failure to submt
requi red docunentation may result in delay in attai nnent of
citizenship.

Step Acti on

1 Application shall be nade by alien nenber on N 400, Application for
Naturalization. This formmay be obtained fromany USCI S office or
any court having naturalization jurisdiction
2 Application may be filed when it is established that sponsor is
bei ng assigned overseas, or may be deferred until appropriate
mlitary commander has certified schedul ed date of famly menber’s
departure.
3 Submit application to nearest USCIS office with foll ow ng
docunent s:

e Three identical photographs

e Certification of famly nmenber’s schedul ed departure for
overseas nmade by appropriate mlitary comuander
4 DD 1278, Certificate of Overseas Assignnent to Support Application
to File Petition for Naturalization, will be issued to alien famly
menbers by Navy Passenger Transportation Ofice at times indicated
so that they may file the certificate with nearest USCI S office to
initiate naturalization proceedings. Only DD 1278 will be accepted
by USCI S office; menoranduns or letters issued by mlitary
comanders will not be accepted.
5 VWhen famly nmenbers are authorized automatic concurrent travel, DD
1278 shall not be issued earlier than 180 days prior to famly
nenbers’ schedul ed date of travel
6 VWhen advance application for concurrent travel is required, DD 1278
shall be issued after approval is received, and not earlier than
180 days prior to famly nmenbers’ schedul ed date of departure.
7 When concurrent travel is not authorized, DD 1278 shall be issued
after authorization for famly menbers’ novement is received, but
not earlier than 90 days prior to schedul ed date of fam |y nmenbers’
travel .
8 Aliens will file DD 1278, and N-400 if not previously filed, with
nearest USCI S office. Further processing of application for
citizenship will be as prescribed by USCIS. Upon conpl etion of
naturalization process, application for a passport should be
subm tted i mediately so that it can be issued prior to departure
of famly nenbers for overseas.

9 If the alien spouse is already overseas then the fam |y nmenbers may
be naturalized overseas per references (a) and (b).

10 This provision may not be used if the individual will have |ess
than 1 (one) year left on the orders when the spouse becones a U S.
citizen. In addition this provision is not avail abl e once the

mlitary menber has returned to the U S. on permanent change of
station (PCS) orders.
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5. Furt her Assi stance

a.

b.
sour ce.
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Advi ce and assi stance concerning naturalization | aws and
regul ati ons can be obtained fromfoll ow ng:

Legal Assistance Division

O fice of Judge Advocate General (Code 16)
1322 Patterson Avenue, SE

Sui te 3000

Washi ngton Navy Yard, DC 20374-5066

Tel ephone: (202) 685-4643
DSN: 325- 4643
E- Mai | : m chael . s. col el@avy. m |

Copi es of necessary forns can al so be obtained from sane



